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On Oct. 24 the Colombian Defense Ministry reported that in the past 24 hours clashes between
government security forces and guerrillas in several locations throughout the country resulted in
the deaths of 35 rebels and five soldiers. The largest number of casualties occurred in the bananagrowing region of Uraba, located in the northwest. Beginning late on Oct. 23, rebels pertaining
to the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the Popular Liberation Army (EPL)
launched simultaneous attacks against the Turbo naval base, and military police garrisons in Necoli,
Arboletes, Currulao and San Pedro de Uraba (Antioquia department), Saiza and Cienaga de Oro
(Cordoba department). By early evening the following day, said the Ministry, 17 rebels, a policeman
and a marine infantryman had been killed. Helicopters dispatched to pursue the guerrillas, said
Ministry sources, caused additional casualties near to the town of Necocli. Also in the northwest,
along the border of Choco and Atitiuia departments, clashes between ELN rebels and army troops
resulted in the deaths of nine guerrillas. Meanwhile in Caqueta, southwest Colombia, army troops
found the bodies of six rebels, and seized arms and munitions left behind by guerrillas during
a recent clash close to Belen de los Andes. Next, guerrillas clashed with the army in the western
provinces of Quindio and Valle. Casualty reports were not available. In the southern department
of Huila, a FARC column ambushed an army patrol. Two soldiers were injured, and three killed.
Defense Ministry officials also reported on an incident on the morning of Oct. 24 resulting in injuries
to 13 banana plantation workers. The officials said the workers had congregated in front of a police
station in Turbo. The police had been placed on alert status due to the presence of guerrillas in the
area. They fired on the workers in the belief they were under attack. In recent weeks, Colombian
rebel forces have reportedly escalated their activities. For instance, on Oct. 10, fighting was reported
in six different regions of the country, including the departments of Caqueta, Risaralda, Huila,
Antioquia, and Intendencia del Arauca. Defense Ministry reports indicated that two policemen died
in an ambush mounted by FARC guerrillas in San Jose de Oriente, La Paz municipality, El Cesar
department. On the same day, rebels pertaining to FARC and the April 19 Movement (M-19) clashed
with soldiers in Santiago de la Selva, in the southeastern region of Caqueta. Army spokespersons
said 10 rebels were killed. (Basic data from AFP, 10/24/88; Prensa Latina, 10/24/88, 10/10/88)
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